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Upcoming Meetings April’s Business Minutes

* A signup sheet was out for the Herp Weekend Trip
May 6 - Monthly Meeting featuring Brittany Gibson, * The June trip to Lake Erie to participate in the
GCHS Member, sharing a collection of photos, Lake Erie Water Snake Project was announced
stories, and experiences from Natural Bridge State Jeff Dawson presented on Vietham
Park’s past three Herpetology Weekends, as wedl as*  Our Krohn Conservatory show was a huge success
few other random trips to Red River Gorge. She will - thanks to all who helped
be focusing on reptiles and amphibians local to &bw
County, KY which is where the majority of her ph®to April's Board Meeting Minutes
were taken. * The Board meeting on Friday, April 24, 2009 at

6:30pm was postponed due to lack of attendees

June 10- Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubirm), * Secretary, Kyle Becker, announced he will be
Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palm stepping down from his position effective in June.
plantation company based in the Mahakam area of Active members in good standing were discussed
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharinghwi as possible candidates to take over for Kyle. Beth
us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo Cortright was asked to take over as Secretary for

the remainder of 2009 and accepted. This will be
July 1 - Monthly Meeting featuring John Chausmer on  put to vote at our May meeting.

breeding boas.

Announcements

II' JUNE MEETING DATE CHANGE !!

Please take notice that our June 2009 meeting hasdm
changed from June 3 to June 10 so that our speakeray
be here to present. Our meeting will be the samentie
and location, only the date has changed.

MAY BOARD MEETING

May’s Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, N2a¥,
2009 at 7:00pm at Matt Fille’'s house in Ameliaytfu are
interested in attending, please email Matt or Bnit for
directions. Directions will be emailed to board niwers.

JUNE 2009 LAKE ERIE WATERSNAKE TRIP

Our June herp trip will be to Stone Lab in LakeeBo work
with the Lake Erie Water Snakes. June 5-7, 2009tlze
dates of the trip. Please em@CHS.Editor@yahoo.corif
you are interested in attending.

Cottonmouth
Photo Courtesy of GCHS Member, Jim Anno
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Herp of the Month dorsolateral folds are 2 lesser folds. Head: Theads
Northern Leopard Frog are elongated and wide. Their snouts are blunt or
rounded. Eyes: Their eyes are large and are ldcate
Whether we wanted to or not, we probably had thigh upon their heads. These eyes have wide orange-
dissect a frog back in high school biology. Thecsg® gold irises and horizontal black pupils. Under eliéint
that we most likely dissected was the Northerright conditions, the iris changes color. Underkeéaed
Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens pipiens Schreber)konditions, the iris turns dark. These frogs hagerk
Northern Leopard Frogs are members of the Ordesyesight. Tympanum: Their tympanums (eardrum) are
Anura and of the True Frog Family (Ranidae). Thesmaller than their eyes. These tympanums havegho li
generic name, Rana, is Latin for “frog”. Both thecolored center. Feet: All of their feet have petht
specific epithet and the subspecies name, pipiens, toes. Their hind feet also have webbed toes, Buhar
Latin for "peeping” or “to peep”. Other scientific webbed as far as theirs tips. These webbed feet are
synonyms for this species are Lithobates pipierts aruseful in swimming.
Pantherana pipiens. Other common names for this
species are Berlandier's Frog, Common FrogHabitat: Northern Leopard Frogs are semi-aquatit an
Common Leopard Frog, Grass Frog, Herring Hoppetthrive in many types of habitats. They prefer hatisipf
Leopard Frog, Meadow Frog, Olive-colored Frog,water with an abundance of vegetation. They are als
Peeping Frog, Shad Frog, Spotted Frog, Spring Frogound in dry open areas, such as meadows, grassland

and Water Frog. and farmlands, often 1-2 miles away from the water.
Range: Northern Leopard Frogs are found in much of
Description Of The Northern Leopard Frog the northern U.S. and in southern Canada, from the

Size and Shape: Northern Leopard Frogs are abbut 2Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains.
inches long from the snout to the vent, and anedsle
They have long legs and a narrow waist. The female&ctivities:
are slightly larger than the males. Northern Leopard Frogs are nocturnal. They areeeith
active at night or during the day after a heavy.rai
Color: Northern Leopard Frogs are green, grayDuring the winter, they are in hibernation. They
brown, tan, yellow, or even blue upon the top arel a usually hibernate in water and under mud, sandefyra
white, yellow, or pale green upon the bottom. Theirrocks, or vegetation. They often dig oval-shaped pi
throats are white or dusky. Their legs have dams ba under the water, often near submerged logs or rocks
above and are white below. They have 1 yellow or
bronze band that extends from the muzzle to th&§hey awaken when the water temperature reaches
shoulder and another that extends from the nasitril about 40 degrees F. On warm days, they may emerge t
the eye. bask in the sun. They are one of the 1st frog sea
emerge in the spring. During the summer, they are
Upon their protruding upper jaw, there is a whiteroaming away from the water. They cannot toleraee t
stripe that extends from the nose to the shouldesummers’ heat. They keep their skin moist from the
Above this white stripe is a broken black line. Ao damp soil or from the dew. They may even dig busrow
that broken black line is a yellow glandular foltht on muddy banks. However, they always return to the
extends back to the shoulder. water before winter arrives.

Their back, sides, head, and limbs all have largg a Vocalizations

rounded, oval, or elliptical spots or blotches. 8oohi Both sexes make vocalizations, but the males are

these spots may run together. These spots are radually louder. Most of these vocalizations are edon

brown, dark brown, or black. All of them have thin during breeding season. The males each have afpair

white or yellow margins. The spots on the back arelongated vocal sacs that expand and contract when

located between the dorsolateral folds. These spets calling. When expanded, these sacs are rounded and

randomly arranged in 2-3 irregular rows. are swollen below the jaw and above the front legs.
When contracted, these sacs appear baggy and

Skin: Their skin is smooth with small tubercles.isTh wrinkled. Their vocalizations are a long, vibraloty-

skin has 2 cream, yellow, or bronze dorsolaterilsfo pitched, rattling, broken, guttural snore thatdaabout

that extend from their eyes to the groin. Betwéesé 3 seconds. These sounds end with a single, hoarse,
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clucking or croaking grunt. These vocalizations mayPredators:
be single or in 2 or more syllables. Their vocdlmas  Northern Leopard Frogs have numerous predators.
sound like rubbing inflated balloons, a motorboatMany species of fish, aquatic birds, and aquateadts
engine, or a woodpecker drumming upon a dead treeeat the tadpoles. Adults can fall prey to American
Bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana Shaw), Northern Green
Reproduction: Frogs (Rana clamitans Latreille), Common Snapping
Depending upon the altitude and the latitude, North Turtles (Chelydra serpentina L.), American Minks
Leopard Frogs usually breed from March to June(Neovison vison Schreber), Northern River Otters
Some of them may have a 2nd breeding season (hontra canadensis Schreber), Raccoons (Procyon lot
September-October.  During breeding season, the), Herons (Family Ardeidae), and Waterfow! (Famil
males have enlarged darkened thumbs and stroMmatidae).
forearms. They usually breed in vernal pools, wet
fields, or wet meadows. The males usually arrive aNorthern Leopard Frogs have a few defense
the breeding sites before the females. This speciesechanisms against their predators. Their colamatio
may sometimes hybridize with the Pickerel Frogmakes ideal camouflage. They have strong legs, are

(Rana palustris LeConte). agile jumpers, and can jump up to 6 feet. If pudsiong
predators, they will make erratic zigzag leaps in
Eggs: different directions until they find water. If caugoy a

The females lay about 300-6000 eggs. These eggs mpsedator, they can make a loud scream to starde th
be laid in communal nesting sites. The eggs arpredator long enough to escape. Unlike other
arranged in a rounded or flattened, transparengmphibians, Northern Leopard Frogs have no
gelatinous, clustered mass. These masses can be abdistasteful skin secretions.
1-6 inches long and about 2-3 inches wide. Thissmas
is either attached to submerged vegetation orsisngg  Uses of the Northern Leopard Frogs:
upon the bottom of shallow waters. Northern Leopard Frogs have many scientific uses fo
humans. This species is used in laboratories and in
Each egg is oval, velvety black on the top, creamgchool science classrooms. They may also have
white below, and is about 1/16 inch in diametere Th medical uses. The females’ egg cells produce enzyme
black top absorbs the heat from the sun. These egtitat may be used in treating cancer. One of these
are encased within a gelatinous layer that is ab@+t enzymes, amphinase, may treat brain tumors and
1/5 inches thick. About 2-3 hours after they amel,l another enzyme, ranpirnase, may treat mesothelioma
these eggs begin to develop. Depending upon thend lung tumors. Northern Leopard Frogs are also
water’'s temperature, these eggs hatch in about 4-3unted for their legs. However, Bullfrog and Green

days. Frog legs would have more meat upon them. Also,
harvesting Leopard Frogs for food is illegal in @hi
Diet: Decline:

Northern Leopard Frogs are both carnivorous andlike other species of amphibians, Northern Leopard
opportunistic feeders. They eat whatever fits thiir ~ Frogs are declining in numbers. They may be abundan
mouths. They can detect their prey by their smellyo in some areas but are rare in other areas. Whese th
observing their motions. They eat terrestrialare abundant, they may have shorter life spansreayd
invertebrates and some small vertebrates. They oftday fewer eggs. This species decline began inatee
forage for their food in the meadows, grasslandd, a 1960’s. Some of the causes of their decline aredosl
prairies. These frogs rarely eat aquatic invertelsta fragmentation of habitats, pollution (i.e. sedinagiain,
Some of these invertebrates include crustaceansdustrial wastes, acid rain, pesticides, etcgreased
insects, insect larva, spiders, slugs, and sn8dsne ultraviolet radiation, global warming, and introdiot

of the small vertebrates include smaller frogshsag of non-native species, such as American Bullfrogs a
Spring Peepers (Pseudacris crucifer crucifer Wied€ommon Carp (Cyprinus carpio L.). This species als
Neuwied) and Western Chorus Frogs (Pseudacrsuffers from Red Leg Disease (Aeromonas hydrophila)
triseriata triseriata Wied-Neuwied). The tadpolesThis disease causes reddening of the undersids. It
have their own diets. They eat algae, diatoms,aenryd caused by bacteria and by physiological stressedsnl
small plant and animal life. treated early, it can be fatal to the frog.
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Snake Road Trip Attendees
Photo Courtesy of Larry Becker, GCHS Member

* %n$ & "%

Rescue Report
We are always looking for good homes for our

rescue animals. If you are a member in good stgndin
and would like to volunteer to take in a rescueithah
please emailGCHS.Editor@yahoo.cono have your
name added to the rescue list. You will be conthdte
an animal that you are willing to adopt comes tigtou
rescue.

It's that time of year when we are updating ou
records. If you were on the rescue animal list
previously, you will need to email
GCHS.Editor@yahoo.cono have your name added to
the Rescue Animal List. We need to make sure we
have the most up-to-date information on file for
everyone who is willing to take in animals.

Upcoming Herp Trips

If you are interested in participating in the Lakge
Water Snake Project on Middle Bass Island (Toledo
area) on June 5-7, please contact Matt Fille ordTod
Rosenhoffer as plans for this weekend are beingemad

Bill Creasy has organized a trip to the Columbusysw
Meet and the Columbus Zoo July™8 If you are
interested in going, please see Bill Creasy foremor
details.

We have a potential trip for August to Oglebay &tat
Park in Wheeling, WV to help with a Hellbender
Survey and Collection. More details to come.
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Requirements for Submitting Articles
to the Forked Tongue

Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy tatéd GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387, Cincinmat
45245. Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany GibsarGCHS.Editor@yahoo.com.

Black and white or color photographs can be indiudéh articles. Photo submissions should includeryname,
phone number, and description of photo on the bRblktos can be returned. All time dependent suliomss
must be in the editor’s possession no later thanrteeting previous to the publication.

Classifieds
Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying nters of the GCHS &ll Creatures Animal Hospital
Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, ArmgDH 45102, 513-797-7387.

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card carryingmizers of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Avian
and Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pikeydhnati, Ohio 513-576-1990

LOOKING FOR A HERP??

If you are looking for a new herp and aren’t sufeve to go or what to get, call Matt Fille or CHiguer!! They
are always available to answer questions, givecadwr point you in the right direction.

Also, keep in mind the monthly All-Ohio Reptile Si®in Columbus, Ohio. The next one is M&Y; 2

Classified Advertising Policy

GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of %&limeless
at no charge for an unlimited time; however, thevaldl be

canceled after one month unless the editor is nméak to
continue it. Please include scientific names foe &nimals
with your ad as well as your phone number and enele. Ads
of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per issdeclzarges &
for items more than 7 lines long are as follows: "

Business card size $ 5 perissue
1/4 page $10 per issue
1/2 page $15 per issue
Full page inserts* $15 per issue

*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser

Cave Salamander
Photo Courtesy of Grady Calhoun, GCHS Member

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the merclkandise advertised.
The Society also reserves the right to refuse anyl@onsidered to be inappropriate.
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the opportunity to serve youw

odentPro.com® is proud o offer you premium quality feeder animals for sale at wholesale prices. Clur
company specializes in the production and distribution of mice, rars, rabbits, guinea pigs, chicks, and
quail. RodentPro.com® has been providing premium quality feeder animals to the reprile and birds of prey
community since 1993, Since then, our company has st indusory standards for quality, value and convenience.
These standards have been ser by affering unsurpassed quality, breeder direce pricing and year round availabilicy.
RodentP'ro.com® is commireed to serving your feeder animal needs. Qluality is of the ummost imporrance to us,
whether it be through the value of a product or the integrity of a relationship. We understand that our success
depends, not only on the quality of our products, but more importantly, on the strength of relationships
established with our customers. We look forward to being a part of your success and hope you will give us

Size Less than 500 500 1008 2500 5000+ Length{inches) Weight{grams)  Count
X-Small Pinkies: $0.16 3045 $0.14 $013 %0.12 0.50-1.00 1.30 - 180 100
Small Pinkies: $0.16 3045 $0.14 $013 $0.12 0.50-1.00 1.90 - 240 100
Large Pinkies: $0.16 $0.15 $0.14 $013 $0.12 0.50-1.00 250 - 3.00 100
Peach Fuzzies: $0.19 3018 5047 016 $0.15 1.00-1.25 210-440 100
k Fuzzies: §0.19 3018 $0.47 3016 %015 1.25-1.50 450 -7.00 100
Hoppers: $§0.20 $0.28 $0.26 $0.24 $0.22 1.50-2.00 .00 -12.00 100
Weanlings: $0.40 $0.38 $0.36 $0.34 H0.32 2.00-2.50 13.00 - 19.00 50
Large Adults: §0.45 30.43 F0.41 $0.29 $0.37 2.50-3.00 20,00 - 20000 =]
X-Large Adults: §0.55 3053 $0.51 $0.49 547 3.00-3.75 30,00 - 50000 3]
* We offer combined quantily discount mouse pricing.  * Measurament does not include tail fengh.
L Size Less than 500 500 10 Length (inches) Weight (grams) Gount
i Pinkizs: (.39 (.34 0.29 1.50- 200 3.00-8.00 100
E . 'Y Fuzzies: 0.49 (.44 0.39 2.00- 250 9.00- 19.00 100
& Pups: 0.79 0.74 (.69 250- 380 20.00-29.00 25
Weaned: 0.89 0.84 0.79 3.50- 450 30.00 - 44.00 25
Small: 0.99 0.94 (.89 4 50 - 6.00 45.00 - 84.00 20
A Mediurn: 1.38 134 1.29 6.00 - B.00 85.00-174.00 10
Large: 1.49 1.44 1.39 8.00- 2,00 176.00 - 274.00 5
el X-Large: 1.59 1.54 1.49 9.00- 11.00 275.00 - 374.00 3
. XX-Large: 1.79 1.74 1.69 11.00- 13.00 375.00 - 474.00 2
h. JOK-Large: 1.99 1.94 1.89 11.00- 13.00 475.00 - 600.00+ 2

Less than
500
$0.34

Size

1 Day:
1 Week:
2 Week:
3 Week: i
G Week: :

1000+
§0.24
§0.54
§0.74
§0.04
§1.14

Oz. Count
25 100
25
10
10

Grams
7.50-10.00
30.00- 4000 4.
50.00-7500 2.
10000 - 12500 4.
130,00 - 150.00 5.
B Week: $. $1.34  §1.24 155.00- 18500 G.
10Week: $1.64 $1.54 $144 10000- 22500 B

* Ws offar combined quantity discount quay pricing.

500
$0.20
3050
$0.70
$0.90
$1.24

* We offer combined quantity discount rat pricing. * Measurement does not include tai lengih.

Size
X-Small:
Small:
Medium:
Large:
¥-Large:
X¥-Large:
KX-Large:

Our Price  Weight (Ibs.) Count
$2.50 050-075 1
£4.50 100-176 1

200-376 1
400-576 1
BO0-776 1
800-075 1
10.00 - 14.75+ 1

Bize 500 500 1000 5000 Grams  Ounces Count Less Than

Small: §0.25 $0.20 $015 §0.42 30.00-3500 1.0 25 Size 500 500 1000+ Inches Grams Count

Mediurm:  $1.30 3134  $129  E.00-8.00 85.00 - 17400 10

large: $149 $144 $139  8.00-9.00 175.00-27400 5

¥-large: $159 §154 $149  0.00-11.00 275.00-37400 3

K-large: $179 $.74  $69  11.00-13.00 375.00 - 47400 2

WX¥-large: $1.99 #9594 B89 11.00-13.00 475.00-60000 2

X0K-large:  $2.29 3224  $219 13.00-15.00 604.00 - 20000+ 1

* We offer combined gquantity discount guinea pig pricing.

MICE + RATS * RABBITS * CHICKS * QUAIL

Place Your order online today! www.rodentpro.com

Call: 812-867-7598 24 hours a day
Fax: 812-867-6058 24 hours a day

PO, Box 118 # Inglefield, IN 47615-2298 I__ Iil ™
s |

E-mail: info@ rodentpro.com
Terms: Visa Mastercard, American Express, Discover, PayFal, cashiers check
or maney order payable to RodentPro.com®
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April 2009 GCHS Snake Road Trip

Several GCHS members and friends made the tripaeéSRoad in southern lllinois. The herps thatgitweip found:
(photos courtesy of Jim Anno, Grady Calhoun, L&egker, Ed Neltner, Al Winstel, Mike Schornakll-photos taken at Snake Road)

40+ Cottonmouths

Rough Green Snakes
Leopard Frogs (see herp of the month)

Herps Found, Not Pictured

Ground Skinks

Yellow-bellied Water Snakes Various Water Turtles
(too far away to specify)

Copes Tree Frog
(heard calling)

Blanchard's Cricket Frog Fivelined skinks

Garter Snakes

Copperheads

Green Tree Frogs
Timber Rattle Snakes

Mud Snakes
Green Frogs

American Toads

Eastern Fence Lizards Broad Headed skinks Zig-zag Salamanders

Slimy Salamanders
Long-tailed Salamanders
Cave Salamanders
10+ Black Rat Snakes

10+ Ribbon Snakes
Black Kingsnakes (Western and probably Eastern too!)

Bird Voiced Tree Frog
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gradyoah@embargmail.com
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