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Calendar of Events 
March 4 – Monthly Meeting featuring GCHS member 
Larry & Kyle Becker on Snake Road as a prelude to an 
April Snake Road trip for the society. 
 
April  1  – Monthly Meeting featuring Jeff Dawson, 
reptile keeper and herp enthusiast at Columbus Zoo. 
Jeff will be presenting on a herp trip to Vietnam and 
Thailand he recently took. 
 
May 4 - Monthly Meeting featured speaker TBA 
 
June  3 - Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing, a 
Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palm 
plantation company based in the Mahakam area of 
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharing with 
us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo. 
 
Announcements 
 

HERP WEEKEND 2009 
RED RIVER GORGE  

NATURAL BRIDGE STATE PARK 
May 1-2, 2009 

 
Discover nature's most misunderstood critters! Experienced 
herpetologists will lead field trips into the Red River Gorge 
Geological Area to observe reptiles and amphibians in their 
native habitat. Most Saturday fieldtrips will be offered at 
9am and 1:30pm. Collection is prohibited. Friday and 
Saturday evening presentations will focus on reptile and 
amphibian natural history and conservation. Some 
demonstrations will include live venomous snakes! On site 
registration fee is $10/adult and $3/child (ages 12 and 
under).  If you are interested in going to Herp Weekend, 
please sign up or see Matt Fille. We are trying to take a 
large group down this year and will possibly open up some 
carpooling and room-sharing options.  
 
Rescue Report 
*  We are always looking for good homes for our rescue 

animals. If you are a member in good standing and 
would like to volunteer to take in a rescued animal, 
please see Matt or Peggy Fille to have your name added 
to the rescue list. You will be contacted if an animal 
that you are willing to adopt comes through rescue. 

February’s Business Minutes 
*  The members in attendance voted on the 

submissions received for the T-shirt contest 
*  A signup sheet was started for the Snake Road 

Trip. Herp Weekend signup will be set out next 
month. 

*  We had a large turnout, even with the bad weather. 
*  Our May speaker, Rob Steubing, rescheduled for 

June 
*  Grady brought along two herp books, The Lizard 

King, and Breeding Boas. We conducted a raffle 
for the Lizard King, and a potential new member 
held the winning ticket 

 
February’s Board Meeting Minutes 
*  The Board did not meet in February due to it being 

a short month. 
*  March’s Board meeting will take place on Friday, 

March 20, 2009 at 6:30pm at Cheeseburger in 
Paradise in Eastgate (Fish is available) 
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Herp of the Month  
Red Eye Crocodile Skink 
Tribolonotus gracilis 

 
Photograph by Grady Calhoun 

 
Adults can range in size from 20cm to 25cm. Longevity is 
unknown at this time, however wild caught animals have 
lived for over 10 years in captivity. Red-Eyed Crocodile 
Skinks are native to Indonesia (Irian Jaya) and New Guinea. 
 Adults are brownish black with a bright orange ring 
surrounding the eye and a cream colored belly. Juveniles are 
the same body color as adults, but have a reddish-orange 
head and lack the bright orange color around the eye. The 
skin is textured and leathery in appearance, hence the 
common name, crocodile skink. These animals have proven 
to be a very shy crepuscular insectivore and are currently 
classified as rare in the wild. 
 
Red-Eyed Crocodile Skinks are typically found in humid 
wooded areas near water and prefer an ambient temperature 
of 22C to 27C and do not require a basking area. Humidity 
should range from 60% to 100% and a full-spectrum 
fluorescent light should be used in captivity for best results. 
When keeping Red-Eyed Crocodile Skinks, adults are best 
kept in M/F pairs with at least 1,000sq.cm of floor space. 
Damp sphagnum moss, cypress mulch or oak leaves with 
water area for soaking are your best choices for substrates. 
Red-eyed Crocodile Skinks have claws and can easily climb 
branches but not smooth surfaces. Terrarium tops are only 
necessary to contain food items and to regulate humidity. 
 
Red-Eyed Crocodile Skinks are best kept in terrariums 
equipped with drainage so that waste and feces can be 
flushed out with water. Otherwise, clean water bowls daily 
and the terrarium weekly.  These animals eat small insects, 
grubs and worms. Feed vitamin / mineral dusted food items 
daily. Although they rarely bite, frequent handling is not 
recommended. Both adults and juveniles are very nervous 
when handled and will either remain motionless or will 
suddenly dart for shelter.  While best kept in their own 
aquariums, they are compatible with insectivorous tropical 
frogs and lizards. 
 

Sexual maturity is reached around 3 years of age. Adult 
males are slightly larger than females, have more prominent 
toe pads, enlarged belly scales, and have a more brownish 
belly. Keep adults well fed with a variety of foods and 
provide calcium supplementation for females if you intend to 
breed them. Breeding may occur year round; however, they 
best breed in M/F pairs. Mature males and females may be 
aggressive toward the same sex. A single egg is laid every 5 
weeks in a moist dark location on or near the substrate 
surface. The parents will provide some guarding of the egg.  
 
When caring for Red-Eyed Crocodile Skink eggs and/or 
young, the incubation temperature should be kept at a steady 
23C to 26C. The incubation time is variable, but seems to be 
about sixty (60) days. When born, baby Red-Eyed Crocodile 
Skinks are about  6cm to 7cm total length and should be fed 
1mm to 2mm crickets and other small grubs and worms. 
Housing young together seems to pose no problems as long 
as they are of similar size. Keep substrate moist and provide 
a water bowl for drinking and soaking. 
 
Not many ailments are associated with the Red-Eyed 
Crocodile Skinks; however if you see problems with 
shedding, raise the humidity and provide a water bowl for 
soaking. Some metabolic problems have been noted but can 
be subsided with supplement feeding by dusting food items 
with vitamin / mineral powder.  Any course of treatment 
should be preceded by a thorough examination from a 
qualified professional. All remedies for ailments given above 
are for reference purposes only. 
 
 
Upcoming Herp Trips 
If you are interested in taking a Spring, Snake Road 
Trip the third weekend in April, please contact Matt 
Fille or Larry Becker as plans for this trip are 
underway. Matt can be reached at mfille@fuse.net.  
 
If you are interested in attending Herp Weekend 2009 
at Natural Bridge State Park in May, please contact 
Matt Fille for details as plans for this trip are underway. 
More information can also be obtained from 
http://www.ksnh.org/natural_bridge.html  
 
 
Volunteer Corner 
Our semi-annual Krohn Conservatory show is upon us and 
we are looking for members to bring animals for display. We 
will also need members to be present to greet guests, attend 
the photo booth, and answer questions. Please see or contact 
Peggy Fille for dates and to sign up for Saturday and/or 
Sunday! Peggy can be reached at fille1@fuse.net.  
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Artificial Snake Burrows  
By Al Winstel 
 
Recently I was faced with the problem of keeping a pair of 
Calabaria (Charina) reinhardti, Calabar ground pythons, in 
a sweater box sized drawer in a snake drawer system.  The 
male had fed on baby dwarf hamsters and baby rats and the 
female had fed readily on just about any baby rodent, dead 
or alive.  I was concerned that if fed together the female 
would eat up all the food before the male was able to feed.  
My solution was to prepare two Rubbermaid containers 
with snap on tops and a round hole in each top.  The 
containers were short enough so that they would fit in the 
drawer.  The plan was then to put each snake into a 
container and feed it there.  In order to keep the snakes in 
their containers, I purchased an untreated foam sponge in 
the shape of a dumbbell and essentially cut it in half.  Each 
half was scrunched together and used as a plug in the lid 
hole of one of the Rubbermaids.  This worked quite well in 
keeping the snakes separated after a snake and a couple of 
thawed rat pinks were placed in each container.   

 
The only problem I ran into was once forgetting that the 
snakes had been fed and leaving them in the Rubbermaids 
overnight without any added ventilation.  My snake adverse 
wife had to unplug the containers the next day, as I wasn’t 
home, but both snakes and wife survived the incident.  For 
my future health and that of the snakes, I have drilled some 
small ventilation holes in the lid of each container.  The 
drawing gives approximate dimensions of the Rubbermaids, 
although it doesn’t show the ventilation holes in the lid. 
 
Years ago, there was a commercial cage insert marketed 
that was made of black rigid plastic and included an 
“underground” area entered through a round “burrow 
entrance” and a depressed area designed to hold a water 
dish.  The Rubbermaids in this case accomplish some of the 
same purposes.  I have also made copies of the commercial 
item by cutting an entrance hole into a plastic dishwashing 
tub after cutting down the edge to make it short enough to 
fit into the drawer.  I didn’t cut out a hole for a water bowl, 
but this certainly could be done if desired. Any of these 
systems ought to work well not just for burrowing species, 
but for any species of herp that might need a hide area.   
 
 

Conservation Report: 
 
Court says no to drag strip idea 
By Eric Bradley • ebradley@enquirer.com • January 27, 2009 

 
 

CROSBY TWP. - A marathon story about sprinting 
dragsters in this largely rural township has gotten a little 
longer. 

A Friday decision by the Ohio 1st District Court of Appeals 
affirmed an earlier, lower-court ruling upholding Crosby 
Township's application of its zoning code in denying a 
certificate to build a $7 million drag strip. 

The request, originally by the late Butler County heavy-
hauling company owner Steve Engel, is being carried on by 
his widow, Tonya. Engel, a racing aficionado, died Sept. 14 
as the result of injuries he sustained while racing Aug. 30 at 
a suburban Indianapolis track. 

Noise, smoke, gas, dust and odor that would be created by 
the drag strip figured prominently in the township's 
September 2007 final denial of the application to build the 
strip in the middle of 192 acres - 162 in northwest Crosby 
Township and 30 in southeast Morgan Township in Butler 
County. 

Joe Trauth, Tonya Engel's attorney, said his client is 
weighing her options following the appeals court ruling. 

"It's a totally arbitrary zoning code," Trauth said. "It's like 
having a speed limit and not telling people what it is." 

The appeals court disagreed with Engel's contention that the 
code was unconstitutionally vague. 

Rick Espel, Crosby Township Zoning Department director, 
said the township was pleased with the decision and that the 
complex - to feature a quarter-mile drag strip and 2,000-seat 
grandstand on 31 acres in the middle of the parcel - would be 
unpleasant for neighbors and decrease surrounding property 
values. 

An offer made by Engel weeks before his accident to donate 
30 acres in Crosby Township for a new home for the 
Hamilton County Fair is apparently still on the table. 

"I don't think anything has changed with that," Trauth said.   
 . 
The fair, located in Carthage since 1853, has struggled in 
recent years. 
 

Engel's offer was contingent on winning the court fight for 
the motorsports park. 
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2009 GCHS Kids T-Shirt Contest 
 
     We received several submissions for our 2009 GCHS 
Kids T-Shirt Contest, making the judging very difficult on 
our board and members. Our executive board went through 
all the entries received and chose the top eight submissions 
based on originality, design, feasibility of placing the design 
on a t-shirt, and appearance. All entries had to meet the 
basic requirements as setup in the contest rules to be 
considered for the winning design. Of the top eight designs, 
the executive board chose four (4) to present to the general 
membership to vote on for their 2009 Kids T-Shirt and four 
(4) as honorable mentions.  All eight designs will be kept in 
the GCHS database for possible future use on T-shirts and 
other materials.  
     Our winning T-Shirt designer will receive a one-year 
student membership to the Greater Cincinnati 
Herpetological Society, one (1) T-shirt featuring their 
design, and will be highlighted in this newsletter. We would 
like to thank all of our participants and members for making 
this years Kids T-shirt Contest a success!  
     T-shirts featuring the winning design will be printed late 
Spring 2009 in Kids sizes only; however, if you wish to 
order an adult size for yourself, please see Brittany Gibson 
to pre-pay/pre-order your adult size T-shirt. We will be 
taking prepay orders for the Kids T-shirts during our March 
and April 2009 meetings. All pre-orders must have payment 
presented at time of order. You may pre-order adult or kids 
–sized T-shirts. If you have any questions, please email 
Brittany Gibson @ GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com  
 

2009 GCHS Kids T-Shirt Contest 
Runners-Up 
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1st Runner – Up 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Runner - Up 
 
 
3rd Runner - Up 

2009 GCHS Kids T-Shirt Contest 
Winning Design 

 

 
 
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce our 2009 
GCHS Kids T-Shirt Contest Winner: Sarah Collier.  
 
“I first learned about this project from my AP Biology 
teacher, Mrs. Mullins. I am an artistic person so I 
decided to submit a design. I am a senior at Turpin 
High School and plan on going to Otterbein College 
next year.  I love to horseback ride and show my horse 
throughout the year. I plan to incorporate horses into 
my adult life by becoming a hypo-therapist. I will work 
with mentally or physically disabled children in therapy 
through the use of and interaction with horses.” 

 
 

Snakes on the Run 
A Science Fair Experiment by 

Nicole Frevola, 7th Grade, St. Pius Elementary 
 

All snakes eat animals. There are no snakes that eat plants. 
This means snakes have to have a very efficient way of 
finding their prey. A snake finds its prey by vibrations, heat, 
and chemical signals they detect with their senses. Snakes 
have the usual senses of smell, touch, taste, and sight like 
many other animals, but they also have a very uncommon 
way of collecting information. Snakes do not smell with their 
nose. They use their tongue. Although it can be used as an 
organ of touch, it also collects chemicals in the air which are 
then brought in to a special organ in the roof of the mouth 
for analysis. This organ is called a Jacobson’s organ. This 
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analyzes the particles collected by the tongue from the air. 
The intensity of the stimulus and the comparison between 
left and right receptors allow them to find the distance and 
locate the animal giving off the scent. This also allows male 
snakes to detect females.  Scents are collected by the forked 
tongue and are transported back to the Vomeronasal ducts. 
These narrow ducts open into grooves in the roof of the 
mouth and the tongue tips are drawn back over them, 
transferring molecules which then pass up the ducts into the 
Vomeronasal Ogan. Prey trailing and prey attack in snakes 
and the location by rattlesnakes of prey that they have 
struck, are impaired or eliminated in animals that have 
vomeronasal damage. 

The purpose of my experiment was to determine the 
effectiveness of a snake finding its prey in two different 
situations; following a scent trail and finding it’s prey 
without a trail.  In order to do this, I made two identical 
mazes and used six baby corn snakes the same age. In one 
maze there was a scent trail from the beginning of the maze 
to the mouse, and in the other maze there wasn’t a scent 
trail, it was just a maze with a mouse at the end.  All mice 
used were frozen and then thawed. I then put the snakes in 
the maze and timed how long it would take them to get to 
the mouse. 

Results (As a total of four trials) 

 

Snake Total Time Snake Total Time

Snake 1 18m 23s Snake 4 65m 48s

Snake 2 58m 30s Snake 5 50m 59s

Snake 3 22m 9s Snake 6 5m 59s

TOTAL 99m 2s TOTAL 122m 42s

Scented Trail Unscented Trail

 
 

Avg.  time per snake following a scent trail - 11 minutes 

Avg. time per snake following an unscented trail – 14 minutes 

As a group, the time for the scented trail was faster as 
shown by data. It was obvious the scented trail snakes were 
following a trail because they would put their face right 
down on the trail while they crawled. The unscented trail 
snakes just crawled around normally with their head up in 
the air. However, the unscented times improved greatly over 
time. At first snake four started at fifty-one minutes, then 
next time we viewed him his time was about two minutes. 
Although it fluctuated, the time of each unscented trail 
snake got lower by the end. The scented one’s also dropped 
in time but not as much as the unscented.  

 

There were many other variables that I could not control: 

Was the snake hungry? 

Was the snake scared? 

Was the snake about to shed? 

All of these would affect the experiment. If the snake wasn’t 
hungry it would not go through my maze. If the snake was 
scared it would try to escape. If the snake was about to shed 
the snake would be slow and not want to eat. These are all 
uncontrollable factors that could have affected my results 

By analyzing my data (scented trail time 11 minutes, 
unscented trail time 14 minutes) it seems to show that snakes 
following scent trails can find prey faster than snakes 
wandering about. Snake six really threw off the results 
because he found the food faster than any snake by far. In 
each case the snakes improved their time from the beginning 
of the experiment till the end. However, being their time 
improved, is this another possible variable? Am I testing 
their ability to find their prey or are they learning to find 
their way through the maze?  Perhaps this is a subject for a 
future experiment! 
 
(Side Note:  Nicole placed first in her class with this 
experiment.  The herpetology community is proud of you!) 
 
SOURCES: 
Bauchot, Roland and Herve Chaumeton. Snakes: A Natural 
History. New York: Sterling     Publishing Company, 
Incorporated, 1994. 

Florida State University. “Snake Vomeronasal Organ 
(Jacobson’s Organ)”. 
http://www.neuro.fsu.edu/faculty/meredith/vomer/snake/sna
ke.htm/  2007 – FSU Program in Neroscience. 

Shine, Dr. Richard. Retiles and Amphibians. New York: 
Smithmark Publishers Inc. 1992 

“Snakes Anatomy and Physiology.” 
http://www.scienceclarified.com/Ro_Sp/Snakes.html 2008 - 
Advameg Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastern Milksnake, found in Adams County, OH 
Photo Courtesy of Dean Alessandrini 
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Classified Advertising Policy  
GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 
lines or less at no charge for an unlimited time; 
however, the ad will be canceled after one month 
unless the editor is informed to continue it.  Please 
include scientific names for the animals with your 
ad as well as your phone number and area code. 
Ads of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per 
issue; ad charges for items more than 7 lines long 
are as follows: 
Business card size $  5 per issue 
1/4 page   $10 per issue 
1/2 page  $15 per issue 
Full page inserts*  $15 per issue 
*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser 
 
The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the 
merchandise advertised.  The Society also reserves 
the right to refuse any ad considered to be 
inappropriate. 

Requirements for Submitting Articles to the Forked 
Tongue 
 
Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to 
Editor, GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387, 
Cincinnati, OH 45245 
 
Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany Gibson at 
GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com. 
 
Black and white photographs can be included with articles. 
Photo submissions should include your name, phone 
number, and description of photo on the back. Photos can be 
returned. 
All time dependent submissions must be in the editor’s 
possession no later than the meeting previous to the 
publication. 

 
Classifieds 

Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying members of the GCHS at All Creatures Animal Hospital. Dr. 
Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Amelia, OH 45102, 513-797-7387. 
 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card carrying members of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Avian and 
Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 513-576-1990 
 
(Number to left of decimal indicates males; number to right of decimal indicates females; number to right of second 
decimal indicates number of unknown sex.  For example, 3.2.1=3 males, 2 females, and 1 unsexed specimen) 
 
 

About the GCHS 
 
The Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society holds 
monthly meetings which typically consist of a short 
business section, a refreshment intermission, and a 
program related to herpetology. Both members and 
nonmembers are invited to attend. Membership is open 
to anyone with an interest in reptiles and amphibians. 
New members may sign up by mail or at the monthly 
meetings. Members receive monthly issues of The 
Forked Tongue and free classified advertising. Annual 
dues should be directed to the secretary at the society’s 
mailing address, according to the rates below: 
 
Student  $10.00 Corresponding $10.00 
Individual  $15.00 Sustaining  $25.00 
Family   $20.00 Institutional  $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 
 
 
 

Why Be a Member? 
·  Receive monthly issues of The Forked Tongue 
 
·  Meet persons knowledgeable about herpetoculture   

. 
·  Access to captive-bred herps and feeder animals       

. 
·  Society-sponsored field trips and outings.               

. 
·  Receive a 10% discount on herp-related items and 

services when you show a valid membership card at 
the following establishments: 

 
Delhi Pet Center   (513) 451-4015 
Kentucky Reptile Zoo  (606) 663-9160 
Harrison Pet Center   (513) 367-1115 
All Creatures Animal Hospital (513) 797-7387 
Dr. Dahlhausen’s  (513) 576-1990 
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Currently Held Positions 
 
President   Matthew Fille  (513) 515-9669  Mfille@fuse.net 

Vice President   Chris Bauer  (859) 609-1846  Varanus451@aol.com 

Treasurer   Lori Becker  (513) 831-4898  lbecker1@cinci.rr.com 

Secretary   Kyle Becker  (513) 831-4898  posiyouthtilldeath@yahoo.com 

Sergeant at Arms   Bill Creasey     bcreasey@cincynature.org 

Editor    Brittany Gibson  (419) 464-8529   GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com 

Education Committee Chair Peggy Fille  (513) 528-4452  Fille1@fuse.net 

Conservation Committee Chair Dean Alessandrini (513) 518-9157  dalessandrini@hubert.com 

Advisor    Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206   gradycalhoun@embarqmail.com 
       (513) 564-6041   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.O. Box 14783 
Cincinnati, OH 45250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


