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The Editor’s Den  
The July Forked Tongue includes an article 
written by Al Winstel on unexpected behavior in a 
Rat Snake. 
  
Calendar of Events 
 
June 28, 2008 – GCHS Auction – See 
details below 
 
July 2, 2008 – Monthly meeting featuring Jeff 
Davis speaking on Central American Herping 
 
GCHS Auction 
The Auction is this weekend, Saturday, June 28, 
2008 at the Meadow Shelter at Cincinnati Nature 
Center. The GCHS will provide (yeah, means 
free) hotdogs, chips, drinks and cookies. We will 
have at least one corn-hole game. Please bring any 
other game or activity you think may be fun. The 
event will take place rain or shine since we have a 
covered shelter.  The Auction will be at 5:00 but 
we can arrive at 2:00. Food shouls be ready by 
3:00. 
We will accept cash or personal checks. We do 
not have credit card capability at this time. 
The Cincinnati Nature Center is a wonderful place 
to wander about. When you arrive at the nature 
center tell the kiosk attendant that you are there 
for the GCHS auction. You will be permitted in 
without admission fee. Look to the GCHS 
website, www.cincyherps.com, for details on what 
will be auctioned as well as a list of our generous 
donators. 
 
I have provided a list of all items received to date 
below. All items are new “in the box” unless 
otherwise noted. There are still several companies 
who have said they would send donations prior to 
the auction. 
 

Please visit the websites of the organizations who 
have donated their items to help make our auction 
a success! 
 
We really need a good turnout to make this a 
success. Bring a friend! 
 
Unexpected Behavior in a Rat Snake 
By Al Winstel 
     For several years, I have coveted one of those 
Exo terra terraria.  You know, the ones with the 
neat little swinging front doors, locking screen top, 
vents, and holes for electrical wires.  Every year I 
would put one on my gift list.  Strangely enough, it 
never materialized.  I figure my wife thought it 
would just be an excuse for me to get another herp 
and neither of my kids would want to be caught 
dead in a pet shop.  Anyway, this year I finally 
specified that as my only birthday gift and the wife 
finally pulled through and got me the 12” X 12” X 
18” model.  My next move was, as she had 
predicted, trying to figure out which herp(s) to 
introduce into the new system.  I read several 
books on terraria, including de Vosjoli’s “The Art 
of Keeping Snakes,” Bartlett and Bartlett’s 
“Terrarium and Cage Construction and Care,” and 
Purser’s “Natural Terrariums.”  It looked like a 
savannah system would work best.  There are a lot 
of species that fit in, plant species are readily 
available commercially, and with a few changes 
the system can be modified to a desert terrarium.  
Also high humidity is not necessary, making it 
most likely more healthful for most herps I might 
keep.   
     The terrarium “furniture” consisted of a flat 
piece of commercial grapevine diagonally across 
the bottom, a gravel base, a few inches of about 
half and half coir (shredded coconut husk, sold in 
compacted bricks for reptile bedding) and 
commercial reptile sand, a “fake” rock shelter, and 
a “fake” rock water bowl.  I also added another 
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upright piece of grape vine for a basking spot.  
The last piece of vine was glued in place with 
spots of silicone cement at 2 spots.  The terrarium 
came with a foam background which I left in, but 
sealed some crevices along the side with folded 
brown cardboard that matched the background 
color.   
     Plants consisted of dead but rooted grasses 
around the water bowl to minimize water transfer 
to the substrate and a live succulent (probably 
Echeveria species).  I also placed  about a ½ inch 
diameter clear plastic pipe in a back corner to 
allow addition of water to the gravel if needed.  
The pipe was actually an upright from an 
aquarium corner filter.  The attached plastic base 
helped it remain vertical in the substrate.   
     What species to keep?  I have kept 2 common 
armadillo lizards for several years, so they were 
one possibility.  I’ve also recently become 
reinterested in sand, rosy, and rubber boas.  The 
first 2 might work in such a system, but I currently 
only have the Kenyan sand boas and  figured they 
would burrow and disappear.  I also have kept a 
lone twin spotted rat snake (Elaphe bimaculata) 
for a year or so in hope of acquiring a mate for 
her.  The rat snake is an estimated 2 1/2 feet-3 feet 
long and spent most of its time under a cork log 
and behind a water bowl in a 10 gallon tank, 
occasionally emerging to take thawed pink or 
fuzzy mice. 
     I finally decided upon the rat snake, hoping to 
increase its activity with the more complete 
environment provided by the terrarium.  It was 
introduced to the system and spent the first hour 
or two crawling across the background, 
investigating the vines, and getting a good drink.  
When I returned to check on it several hours later, 
the snake had disappeared!  My first concern was 
escape, but all doors were still shut and locked.  
Eventually the critter was discovered with a 
couple coils extending form a hole behind the  
grapevine on the enclosure floor.  Additional 
investigation showed that there was a system of 
tunnels throughout the substrate of the cage.  For 
the last week or two, the animal has remained in 
the tunnel system, appearing at the surface in 
various holes throughout the cage.  Sometimes the 
head is there, sometimes the tail, or mid-body.  It 

seems much more active than before, but I still 
only get glimpses.  It has also fed on a thawed pink 
placed on a paper towel outside one of the 
burrows. 
     De Vosjoli suggested that use of planted and 
landscaped terraria allow you to better observe 
natural behavior of your herps.  I don’t know 
whether bimaculata is more fossorial (active 
underground) in the wild than I thought or whether 
the behavior is a reaction to something in captivity. 
 The range of this snake is very large and it 
probably inhabits different habitats in different 
parts of its range, as well as acclimating to varying 
seasonal and weather conditions.   
     I was surprised by a couple of things.  The first 
was the fossorial behavior of this snake.  The 
second was that, although it burrows a lot, it is still 
at least partly visible pretty much all the time.  
This is probably a function the substrate thickness 
and the relatively small size of the enclosure.  I 
would encourage anyone who can convince their 
loved ones to get them one of these terraria to try a 
set up directed at your favorite small herp and see 
what happens. 
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Donator  
Item(s) Donated 

 
www.saveonscales.com 

 
 
·  7001DX Small animal scale 
 

 
www.petsolutions.com 

 
·  $25 Gist Certificate 

 

 
 
 
·  Sterling Silver Snake Necklace 

 
www.catalinaaquarium.com 

 
 

·  2 Sun Seeker UV Bulbs (100 W) 
·  2 Adjustable Heat Pads 

 
www.jackspets.com 

 
 

 
·  (2) $25 Gift Cards 

 
www.acornnaturalists.com 

 
·  Snake Hook 
·  Amphibian Book, Nature’s Fading Chorus 
·  $25 Gift Certificate 

 
www.omega.com 

·  OS-562 Infrared Thermometer with Case 
·  88001K Probe 
·  Case 
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·  A Practical Guide to Feeding Reptiles 
·  Reptile Clinician's Handbook 
·  Lizards (2 Volume Set) 
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Donator  
Item(s) Donated 

 
www.repcal.com 

 
 

·  (6) Ultrafine Calcium with Vitamin D3 (4.1 oz) 
·  (6)  Herptivite Multivitamin (3.2 oz) 

Reptile Art by John Agnew 
www.angelfire.com/id/wildscenes 

·  Limited edition signed print of Eastern Diamondback 
Rattlesnake 

 

 
www.inkart.net 

 
·  (5) Sets of 36 Herp Postcards 

·  Set of 3 Poison Dart Frog Magnets 
·  Set of 3 Box Turtle Magnets 

·  Set of 3 Snake Magnets 
·  Set of 3 Tortoise Magnets 
·  (3) Fine Art Reptile Prints 

Makin Family Gently Used Large Custom Cage (6 ft tall x 4 ft wide x 2.5 
ft deep) 

 
GCHS Rescue Committee 

Used 55 gallon aquarium with screen top, incandescent 
light fixture and wrought iron stand 

 
www.dickssportinggoods.com 

·  (3) $10 Gift Certificates 

 
www.mazuri.com 

·  (2) Gift certificates for 1 large bag of exotic animal 
feed 

 
www.basspro.com 

 
 

$75 gift card 

 
www.frognirvana.com 

 
 
 

$25 Gift Certificate 

 
www.prettybird.com 

·  (2) Juvenile Iguana Food (1 lb) 
·  (2) Adult Iguana Food (12 oz) 

·  (2) Aquatic Turtle Food (12 oz) 
·  (4) Large Tortoise Food (3 lbs) 

·  (2) Box Turtle Food (1 lb)  
 

Miami Valley Reptile Rescue 
 

 
Snake Necklace 
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www.rodentpro.com  

(4) $25 gift certificates 

 
www.cincyzoo.org  

 
 

Family Membership 

 
www.newportaquarium.com  

 
(2) One day passes 

 
www.drsfostersmith.com  

 
$25 Gift Certificate 

  

 
Classifieds 

Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying members of the GCHS at All Creatures Animal Hospital. Dr. 
Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Amelia, OH 45102, 513-797-7387. 
 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card carrying members of the GCHS at Dr. Dahlhausen’s Veterinary 
Clinic, 5989 Meijer Dr., Suite 2, Milford, Ohio 513-576-0131 
 
(Number to left of decimal indicates males; number to right of decimal indicates females; number to right of second 
decimal indicates number of unknown sex.  For example, 3.2.1=3 males, 2 females, and 1 unsexed specimen) 

Donator Item(s) Donated 

 
www.zoomed.com 

·  Corner Bowl Small 
·  Corner Bowl Large 
·  Corner Bowl X-Large 
·  Repti Heat Cable 23 feet 
·  ReptiTemp Rheostat 500W 
·  ReptiSun 5.0 Power Compact Bulb 
·  Repti Sun 5.0 UVB 18" 
·  Repti Sun 10.0 High Output UVB 18"  
·  Splashproof Halogen Lamp 50 Watts 
·  Splashproof Halogen Lamp 75 Watts 
·  Professional Series Basking Spot Lamp 75 

Watts 
·  Leopard Gecko Starter Kit 
·  Deluxe Hermit Crab Kit 
·  (3) Natural Forest Tortoise Food 8.5 oz 
·  (3) Natural Grassland Tortoise Food 8.5 oz 
·  (2) Natural Box Turtle Food 10 oz 
·  (2) Natural Aquatic Turtle Food Growth 

Formula 7.5 oz 
·  (3) Natural Aquatic Turtle Maintenance 

Formula 6.5 oz 

·  (3) Natural Juvenile Bearded Dragon Food 10 oz 
·  (3) Natural Adult Bearded Dragon Food 10 oz 
·  (3) Natural Juvenile Iguana Food 10 oz 
·  (3) Natural Adult Iguana Food 10 oz 
·  (3) Can O' Grasshoppers 1.2 oz 
·  (3) Can O' Mini Mealies 1.2 oz 
·  (3) Can O' Pillars 1.2 oz 
·  (2) Reptivite w/D3 8 oz 
·  (3) Mite Off 8.75 oz 
·  (6) ReptiSafe Water Conditioner 4.25 oz 
·  (2) Wipe Out 1 Disifectant, Cleaner and Deoderizer 8.75 oz 
·  (2) Wipe Out 4 Foaming Hand Sanitizer 2.5 oz 
·  Turtle Dock Mini 
·  (2) Bug Buddy Personal Insect Catcher 
·  Habba Mist Automatic Misting Machine 
·  (12) Beginner's Guide to Reptile Care 
·  (12) Proper Care and Maintenance of Water Turtles 
·  (12) Proper Care and Maintenance of Bearded Dragons 
·  (12) Proper Care and Maintenance of Hermit Crabs 
·  (12) Proper Care and Maintenance of Leopard Geckos 
·  (12) Proper Care and Maintenance of American Box Turtles 
·  (6) Repti Calcium w/o D3 3 oz 
·  (6) Repti Calcium w D3 3 oz 
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Currently Held Positions 

 
President Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206  Vice President Dean Alessandrini (513) 347-0099 
    (513) 564-6041  Editor   Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206 
Treasurer Peggy Fille (513) 528-4452       (513) 564-6041 
Sergeant-at-Arms Bruce Fille (513) 528-4452  Education Committee Chairman  
Advisor  Vacant     Peggy  Fille    (513) 528-4452 
Secretary Kyle Becker (513) 831-4898       
 

About the GCHS 
 
The Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society holds 
monthly meetings which typically consist of a short 
business section, a refreshment intermission, and a 
program related to herpetology. Both members and 
nonmembers are invited to attend. Membership is open 
to anyone with an interest in reptiles and amphibians. 
New members may sign up by mail or at the monthly 
meetings. Members receive monthly issues of The Forked 
Tongue and free classified advertising. Annual dues 
should be directed to the secretary at the society����s 
mailing address, according to the rates below: 
 
Student  $10.00 Corresponding $10.00 
Individual  $15.00 Sustaining  $25.00 
Family   $20.00 Institutional  $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.O. Box 14783 
Cincinnati, OH 45250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

      The Auction is Saturday 
 

Why Be a Member? 
Receive monthly issues of The Forked Tongue 
·  Meet individuals knowledgeable about 

herpetoculture 
·  Have access to captive-bred herps and feeder 

animals 
·  Participate in society-sponsored field trips, and 

outings. 
·  Receive a 10 percent discount on herp-related items 

and services when you show a valid membership 
card at the following establishments: 

 
Delhi Pet Center  (513) 451-4015 
Kentucky Reptile Zoo  (606) 663-9160 
Harrison Pet Center   (513) 367-1115 
All Creatures Animal Hospital (513) 797-7387 
Dr. Dahlhausen’s  (513) 576-1990 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

June 28. Don’t miss it! 


