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Calendar of Events 
April  1  – Monthly Meeting featuring Jeff Dawson, 
reptile keeper and herp enthusiast at Columbus Zoo. 
Jeff will be presenting on a herp trip to Vietnam and 
Thailand he recently took. 
 
May   4 - Monthly Meeting featuring Brittany Gibson, 
GCHS Member, presenting on the Herp Weekend Trip 
 
June  3 - Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing, a 
Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palm 
plantation company based in the Mahakam area of 
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharing with 
us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo. 
 
July  1 - Monthly Meeting featuring John Chausmer 
on breeding boas. 
 
Announcements 

 
HERP WEEKEND 2009 
RED RIVER GORGE  

NATURAL BRIDGE STATE PARK 
May 1-2, 2009 

 
Discover nature's most misunderstood critters! Experienced 
herpetologists will lead field trips into the Red River Gorge 
Geological Area to observe reptiles and amphibians in their 
native habitat. Most Saturday fieldtrips will be offered at 
9am and 1:30pm. Collection is prohibited. Friday and 
Saturday evening presentations will focus on reptile and 
amphibian natural history and conservation. Some 
demonstrations will include live venomous snakes! On site 
registration fee is $10/adult and $3/child (ages 12 and 
under).  If you are interested in going to Herp Weekend, 
please sign up or see Matt Fille. We are trying to take a 
large group down this year and will possibly open up some 
carpooling and room-sharing options.  
 
 

APRIL BOARD MEETING 
April’s Board Meeting will be held on  Friday, April 24th, 
2009 at 6:30pm. Location will be Matt Fille’s house in 
Amelia, Ohio. Directions will be emailed to board members. 
If you are interested in attending, please contact Matt Fille 
or Brittany Gibson for directions. 
 

2009 Kids T-Shirts are on Pre-Order  
T-shirts will feature the 
design shown to the 
right on a green shirt. 
 
Adult sizes are only 
available if pre-ordered 
and are $12.00 per shirt. 
 
Kids size shirts can be 
pre-ordered or may be 
purchased while supplies last for $10.00 per shirt. 
Preorder ends at the close of our April Meeting. We 
will also be selling our Kids T-Shirts at our booth for 
Herp Weekend. 
 
March’s Business Minutes 
*  The members in attendance voted on changing the 

Membership Dues Process and it passed – see page 
6 & 7 for new Membership Dues Structure 

*  A signup sheet for the Snake Road Trip was 
available and will also be set out this month. 

*  A signup sheet was started for the Herp Weekend 
Trip and will also be set out this month and next 

*  The June trip to Lake Erie to participate in the Lake 
Erie Water Snake Project was announced, more 
details to follow  

 
March’s Board Meeting Minutes 
*  The Board met on Friday, March 20, 2009 at 

6:30pm at Cheeseburger in Paradise in Eastgate  
*  Due to recent events, the board discussed the 

possibility of banning a member and/or past 
member from being part of or affiliated with 
GCHS, what actions would warrant such banning, 
what guidelines would form the process, and 
possible repercussions of putting this policy in 
place 

*  Guidelines for handling animals in public while 
using GCHS name or property was also touched 
upon as we need to ensure we are keeping our 
animals as well as our society’s reputation free 
from harm 

 



 
The May meeting will be Wednesday, May 6th  at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center 

Herp of the Month  
Southern Pine Snake 
Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus 
 

 
Photo by Kasi Russell, used in conjunction with article 

 
     The Florida Pine Snake is a highly variable snake. 
The ground color ranges from an off white to ash gray. 
The dorsum is blotched; on the anterior portion of the 
body the blotches are ill defined, becoming more 
distinct farther toward the posterior. Blotches 
themselves are highly variable, being almost invisible 
in some animals to black, dark tan or almost brick red 
in others. Some specimens I have viewed had blotches 
with pale centers. Dorsal blotches range from 25-31. 
The Florida Pine Snake is the largest of the eastern 
pituophis species. 
     The head is usually devoid of any pattern, although 
neonates are occasionally marked with post ocular 
stripes and a supraocular bar, which fades as the 
animal matures. Many animals have maculations or 
small markings on the head, usually in the same color 
as the dorsal blotches. The head is disproportionately 
small for the animals' size and its wedge shape and 
prominent rostral scale equip it well for its burrowing 
activities. The blotches along the neck are usually 
indistinct in mature animals, although some neonates 
will display distinct neck markings, which gradually 
fade. Ventral:  
The ventrals are usually immaculate, colored typically 
in a smoky gray or off white. I have examined 
specimens from Alachua County, Florida and Dodge 
County, Georgia which had small black "checks" 
profusely distributed along the ventrals, possibly 
reflecting genetic influence from the Florida Pine's 
northern relative, the Northern Pine Snake. 
     The Florida Pine Snake is bred today in a number 
of interesting morphs. Commonly seen examples 
include amelanistic, in which the dorsal blotches are 
bright red; patternless, a variant first discovered in the 

wild in west central Florida in which the dorsal 
blotches are absent and the snake is an overall tan color 
with some dark speckling on the anterior portion of the 
dorsum; leucistic, a pale pink or white animal absent 
almost all coloration except for faint dorsal blotches in 
a rose colored shade, and snow, a morph produced by 
breeding amelanistic and leucistic animals to achieve a 
solid white animal. More recently there has been word 
of a hypomelanistic animal being bred by a few 
breeders, but as yet it is not commonly seen in the 
trade. 
     The Florida Pine Snake occurs in suitable habitat 
throughout most of Florida (excluding the Keys) , 
southern and middle Georgia, southeastern Alabama, 
and the southwestern quarter of South Carolina. It 
intergrades with the Black Pine Snake in Escambia 
County, Florida and in peninsular Alabama east of 
Mobile Bay, and with the Northern Pine Snake across 
middle Georgia on a line roughly from Columbus 
through Augusta and into South Carolina around 
Barnwell and Aiken. Strangely, the Florida Pine seems 
to be absent from a considerable portion of 
southwestern Georgia. Conant & Collins indicate 
intergradations with the Northern Pine Snake in 
Alabama, but the only example I have heard of was a 
single individual cited by Mount from Elmore County. 
Like other pituophis species, the fossorial nature of the 
Florida Pine Snake make pinning down its exact range 
an inexact science.  
     Florida Pine Snakes are found in sandy, open areas, 
including pine-turkey oak woodland, abandoned fields 
and longleaf pine forests. This environment is 
characterized by soft, sandy soil frequented by the 
burrowing rodents the Florida Pine most often preys 
upon. Studies have shown the Florida Pine spends as 
much as 85% of its time underground, often in the 
burrows of pocket gophers or, less frequently, gopher 
tortoises. The Florida Pine occupies large home ranges: 
one study in Florida using radio telemetry indicated 2 
adult females occupied territories 11 and 12 ha (27.5 
and 30 acres) each, while 3 males used areas 2-8 time 
larger. 
     A big, slow-moving reptile with highly specialized 
habitat requirements, the Florida Pine, even more than 
other snakes, has been adversely affected by man. 
Intensive cultivation of much of its habitat for 
monoculture loblolly pine plantations is probably the 
major factor in its population decline, although in 
Florida the citrus industry, real estate development and 
the corresponding road construction have also had their 
effect. More recently, some southern herpetologists are 
beginning to investigate the impact the accidental 
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introduction of Latin American fire ants has had on 
native herp species, including the Florida Pine. Also, 
the gassing of gopher tortoise burrows during 
rattlesnake round ups has undoubtedly had a negative 
impact, since the Florida Pine is often a cohabitant 
with the tortoise.  
     The Florida Pine Snake preys on a variety of small 
rodents, including mice, various rats, immature 
cottontail rabbits and pocket gophers. It will also eat 
the eggs and young of ground dwelling birds, such as 
bobwhite quail.  
     Like other Pines, captive Florida Pines feed readily 
on rats and mice. A neonate can easily eat a pink rat or 
fuzzy mouse. Adults will take large rats, although two 
or three small prey items are more easily digested than 
one really big one. Pine Snakes often get fixated on a 
particular prey item and may refuse anything else. 
Males will usually fast during breeding season.  
Pine Snakes seem to have a high metabolism 
compared to their colubrid kin. It is not unusual for a 
neonate/juvenile to feed every 4-5 days; as an adult 
weekly feedings work well, although periodically the 
Florida Pine may go on a fast lasting several weeks. 
     Florida Pines, like other pituophis, are renowned 
for their threat displays, featuring loud hissing and 
inflation of the body. Many will continue this display 
while being handled, although they usually cease 
shortly after being picked up. It is difficult to make 
blanket statements about Florida Pine Snake behavior. 
Some are as calm as the old family dog and others as 
explosive as nitroglycerine. As a general rule, they are 
more nervous than other popular colubrids such as 
lampropeltis and elaphe. For those individuals who 
wish to acquire a snake they will handle often, a 
Florida Pine Snake will require frequent handling 
sessions with the owner to get the animal acclimated. 
With time and effort almost all calm down. Neonates 
typically are the most nervous.  
     Florida Pines breed readily in captivity. Standard 
colubrid husbandry techniques work fine. Two year 
old females can be bred but ideally three years of age 
is the best time to begin breeding; the female should at 
least be 4.5' - 5' in length. Adults should brumate for at 
least 8 and ideally 12 weeks with an average temp 
around 50-55'. Breeding usually occurs after the first 
shed after brumation has been concluded. Eggs are 
deposited around 35-50 days after breeding. Gravid 
females should have access to a ventral heat source to 
prevent egg binding.  
     Egg clutches average around 7-8, somewhat 
depending on the size of the breeder. Smaller clutches 
usually yield larger eggs. Compared to most other 

colubrid snakes Florida Pine Snakes lay huge eggs, 
ranging from 70-105mm in length and weighing some 
100 grams. Moistened vermiculite is a great incubation 
medium; it should be moist but not so much that when 
a handful is squeezed, water seeps out. Incubate at 82' 
in a Rubbermaid container 2'x1'x1' and eggs should 
hatch in 60-68 days.  
     Eggs are deposited in the usual manner about 6 
weeks after breeding. A prelaying shed occurs 7-14+ 
days before egg deposition. They normally lay from 7 
to 11 eggs at a time. Double clutching is uncommon but 
possible. Care for the eggs are standard, except that 
special care should be taken to assure that the shell 
does not dry out. This will cause near full-term dead 
eggs due to the neonates' inability to get enough 
oxygen and/or pip through the toughened eggshell. 
Care of neonates is standard with many hatchlings 
accepting pink rats or fuzzy mice even before their first 
shed. 
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Text by Kevin Baesler 
Article taken from Kingsnake.com with permission of Author, March 2009 
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Rescue Report 
     We are always looking for good homes for our 
rescue animals. If you are a member in good standing 
and would like to volunteer to take in a rescued 
animal, please see Matt or Peggy Fille to have your 
name added to the rescue list. You will be contacted if 
an animal that you are willing to adopt comes through 
rescue. 
     Its that time of year when we are updating our 
records. If you were on the rescue animal list 
previously, you will need to email, phone, or speak in 
person with Matt or Peggy Fille to have your name 
added to the Rescue Animal List. We need to make 
sure we have the most up-to-date information on file 
for everyone who is willing to take in animals.  
 
Upcoming Herp Trips 
If you are interested in taking a Spring, Snake Road 
Trip the third weekend in April, please contact Matt 
Fille or Larry Becker as plans for this trip are 
underway. Matt can be reached at mfille@fuse.net.  
 
If you are interested in attending Herp Weekend 2009 
at Natural Bridge State Park in May, please contact 
Matt Fille for details as plans for this trip are 
underway. More information can also be obtained 
from http://www.ksnh.org/natural_bridge.html  
 
If you are interested in participating in the Lake Erie 
Water Snake Project on Middle Bass Island (Toledo 
area) on June 5-7, please contact Matt Fille or Todd 
Rosenhoffer as plans for this weekend are being made. 
 

Requirements for Submitting Articles  
to the Forked Tongue 

 
Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to 
Editor, GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387, 
Cincinnati, OH 45245.  Articles may be e-mailed to 
Brittany Gibson at GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com. 
 
Black and white or color photographs can be included 
with articles. Photo submissions should include your 
name, phone number, and description of photo on the 
back. Photos can be returned. All time dependent 
submissions must be in the editor’s possession no later 
than the meeting previous to the publication. 
 

Classifieds 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card-
carrying members of the GCHS at All Creatures 
Animal Hospital. Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 
Ohio Pike, Amelia, OH 45102, 513-797-7387. 
 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card 
carrying members of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at 
the Avian and Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield 
Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 513-576-1990 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Male and Gravid Female Spotted Salamanders 
Photo Courtesy of Larry Becker, GCHS Member  
 

 
LOOKING FOR A HERP??  

 
If you are looking for a new herp and aren’t sure where 
to go or what to get, call Matt Fille or Chris Bauer!!  
They are always available to answer questions, give 
advice, or point you in the right direction. 
 
Also, keep in mind the monthly All-Ohio Reptile 
Shows in Columbus, Ohio.  The next one is April 4th. 
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NEW DUES PROCESS FOR ALL GCHS MEMBERS 
 
 
If the date to renew falls between January 2009 – April 2009, dues for the 2009 year are  

Student  $10.00  Corresponding  $10.00 
Individual  $15.00  Sustaining   $25.00 
Family   $20.00  Institutional   $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 

 
 
If the date to renew falls between May 2009 – July 2009, dues for the 2009 year are  

Student  $8.00  Corresponding  $8.00 
Individual  $10.00  Sustaining   $20.00 
Family   $15.00  Institutional   $25.00 
Contributing  $45.00 

 
 
If the date to renew falls between August 2009 – October 2009, dues for the 2009 year are  

Student  $5.00  Corresponding  $5.00 
Individual  $8.00  Sustaining   $15.00 
Family   $10.00  Institutional   $20.00 
Contributing  $35.00 

 
 
If the date to renew falls between November 2009 – December 2009, dues are not charged for the 2009 year 

remaining 
 
 
EVERYONE, regardless of when their “renewal” date falls, will pay for the full 2010 year of dues no later than 
December 31, 2009. Rates below: 

Student  $10.00  Corresponding  $10.00 
Individual  $15.00  Sustaining   $25.00 
Family   $20.00  Institutional   $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 

 
 
If full year’s dues are not received by February meeting 2010, membership will no longer be valid and a newsletter  
will no longer be mailed/emailed to that entity.  
 
 
A reminder will be sent to members (in the February Newsletter) who have not renewed by the February meeting that 
it is their last newsletter unless funds are received. 
 
Every year thereafter, dues are to be paid no later than December 31 for the year to come and if the monies are not 
received by the February meeting, membership will no longer be valid and a newsletter  will no longer be 
mailed/emailed to that entity. A reminder will be sent to members who have not renewed by the February meeting, in 
the February Newsletter, that it is their last newsletter unless funds are received. We are basically going to grant a 2 
month grace period for sending/receiving dues. “Renewal dates” will no longer be valid as everyone will have 
membership fees due in December. However, for purposes of running for GCHS Offices, renewal dates will be kept 
on official roster to verify eligibility. 
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NEW DUES PROCESS FOR ALL GCHS MEMBERS, cont’d 
 
For instances where new membership occurs throughout the year: 
 
If the new registration occurs between January – April, dues for that time until December 31st of that year are  

Student  $10.00  Corresponding  $10.00 
Individual  $15.00  Sustaining   $25.00 
Family   $20.00  Institutional   $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 

 
If the new registration occurs between May – July, dues for that time until December 31st of that year are:  

Student  $8.00  Corresponding  $8.00 
Individual  $10.00  Sustaining   $20.00 
Family   $15.00  Institutional   $25.00 
Contributing  $45.00 

 
If the new registration occurs between August – October, dues for that time until December 31st of that year are:  

Student  $5.00  Corresponding  $5.00 
Individual  $8.00  Sustaining   $15.00 
Family   $10.00  Institutional   $20.00 
Contributing  $35.00 

 
If the new registration occurs between November– December, dues for that time until December 31st OF THE 
FOLLOWING YEAR (note that they are paying for 1 year and getting 1 -2  months free) are the standard GCHS 
Membership dues for a one year term as shown below: 

Student  $10.00  Corresponding  $10.00 
Individual  $15.00  Sustaining   $25.00 
Family   $20.00  Institutional   $30.00 
Contributing  $50.00 

 
EVERYONE, regardless of when they registered, will pay for the full year of dues no later than December 31 of each 
year to remain a member in good standing. 
 

Classified Advertising Policy 
 

GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 lines or less 
at no charge for an unlimited time; however, the ad will be 
canceled after one month unless the editor is informed to 
continue it.  Please include scientific names for the animals 
with your ad as well as your phone number and area code. 
Ads of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per issue; ad 
charges for items more than 7 lines long are as follows: 
 
Business card size $  5 per issue 
1/4 page   $10 per issue 
1/2 page   $15 per issue 
Full page inserts*  $15 per issue 
*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser    Spotted Salamander 
        Photo Courtesy of Larry Becker, GCHS Member 
 
 

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the merchandise advertised. 
The Society also reserves the right to refuse any ad considered to be inappropriate. 
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Currently Held Positions 

 
President   Matthew Fille  (513) 515-9669  Mfille@fuse.net 

Vice President   Chris Bauer  (859) 609-1846  Varanus451@aol.com 

Treasurer   Lori Becker  (513) 831-4898  lbecker1@cinci.rr.com 

Secretary   Kyle Becker  (513) 831-4898  posiyouthtilldeath@yahoo.com 

Sergeant at Arms   Bill Creasey     bcreasey@cincynature.org 

Editor    Brittany Gibson  (419) 464-8529   GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com 

Education Committee Chair Peggy Fille  (513) 528-4452  Fille1@fuse.net 

Conservation Committee Chair Dean Alessandrini (513) 518-9157  dalessandrini@hubert.com 

Advisor    Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206   gradycalhoun@embarqmail.com 
       (513) 564-6041   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.O. Box 14783 
Cincinnati, OH 45250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


