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Calendar of Events

2009 Kids T-Shirts are on Pre-Order

April — Monthly Meeting featuring Jeff Dawson, T-shirts will feature the o

reptile keeper and herp enthusiast at Columbus Zodesign shown

Jeff will be presenting on a herp trip to Vietnanda
Thailand he recently took.

May 4 - Monthly Meeting featuring Brittany Gibson, available if pre-ordered ! y\@
GCHS Member, presenting on the Herp Weekend Triand are $12.00 per shirt “\
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June 3- Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing, Kids size shirts can be
Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palnpre-ordered or may be

plantation company based in the Mahakam area gfurchased while supplies last for $10.00 per shirt.
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharinthwi Preorder ends at the close of our April Meeting. We

us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo

will also be selling our Kids T-Shirts at our bodtr

Herp Weekend.

July 1 - Monthly Meeting featuring John Chausmer
on breeding boas.

March'’s Business Minutes

*

Announcements
HERP WEEKEND 2009 *
RED RIVER GORGE
NATURAL BRIDGE STATE PARK *

May 1-2, 2009

*
Discover nature's most misunderstood critters! Experienced
herpetologists will lead field trips into the Red River @or
Geological Area to observe reptiles and amphibians in their
native habitat. Most Saturday fieldtrips will be offered at

The members in attendance voted on changing the
Membership Dues Process and it passede-page

6 & 7 for new Membership Dues Structure

A signup sheet for the Snake Road Trip was
available and will also be set out this month.

A signup sheet was started for the Herp Weekend
Trip and will also be set out this month and next
The June trip to Lake Erie to participate in thé&é.a
Erie Water Snake Project was announced, more
details to follow

9am and 1:30pm. Collection is prohibited. Friday andMarch’s Board Meeting Minutes

Saturday evening presentations will focus on reptile and
amphibian natural history and conservation. Some
demonstrations will include live venomous shakes! On site
registration fee is $10/adult and $3/child (ages 12 and
under). If you are interested in going to Herp Weekend,
please sign up or see Matt Fille. We are trying to take a
large group down this year and will possibly open up some
carpooling and room-sharing options.

APRIL BOARD MEETING
April's Board Meeting will be held on Friday, April 24
2009 at 6:30pm. Location will be Matt Fille’s house in
Amelia, Ohio. Directions will be emailed to board members.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Matt Fille
or Brittany Gibson for directions.

The Board met on Friday, March 20, 2009 at
6:30pm at Cheeseburger in Paradise in Eastgate
Due to recent events, the board discussed the
possibility of banning a member and/or past
member from being part of or affiliated with
GCHS, what actions would warrant such banning,
what guidelines would form the process, and
possible repercussions of putting this policy in
place

Guidelines for handling animals in public while
using GCHS name or property was also touched
upon as we need to ensure we are keeping our
animals as well as our society’s reputation free
from harm

The May meeting will be Wednesday, May ' at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Herp of the Month wild in west central Florida in which the dorsal
Southern Pine Snake blotches are absent and the snake is an overatblan
Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus with some dark speckling on the anterior portiorihef
dorsum; leucistic, a pale pink or white animal abse
almost all coloration except for faint dorsal blus in

a rose colored shade, and snow, a morph produced by
breeding amelanistic and leucistic animals to achie
solid white animal. More recently there has beemdwo
of a hypomelanistic animal being bred by a few
breeders, but as yet it is not commonly seen in the
trade.

The Florida Pine Snake occurs in suitable thabi
throughout most of Florida (excluding the Keys) ,
southern and middle Georgia, southeastern Alabama,
and the southwestern quarter of South Carolina. It

. - intergrades with the Black Pine Snake in Escambia
Photo by Kasi Russell, used in conJU”C“C’”""'t"mart County, Florida and in peninsular Alabama east of
Mobile Bay, and with the Northern Pine Snake across

The Florida Pine Snake is a highly variableken middle Georgia on a line roughly from Columbus
The ground color ranges from an off white to askygr through Augusta and into South Carolina around
The dorsum is blotched; on the anterior portionhef Barnwell and Aiken. Strangely, the Florida Pinersse
body the blotches are ill defined, becoming mordo be absent from a considerable portion of
distinct farther toward the posterior. Blotchessouthwestern Georgia. Conant & Collins indicate
themselves are highly variable, being almost iflgsi intergradations with the Northern Pine Snake in
in some animals to black, dark tan or almost braxk  Alabama, but the only example | have heard of was a
in others. Some specimens | have viewed had blstchsingle individual cited by Mount from Elmore County
with pale centers. Dorsal blotches range from 25-31.ike other pituophis species, the fossorial natfréhe
The Florida Pine Snake is the largest of the eastefFlorida Pine Snake make pinning down its exact €ang
pituophis species. an inexact science.

The head is usually devoid of any patteralgh Florida Pine Snakes are found in sandy, opeasa
neonates are occasionally marked with post oculdncluding pine-turkey oak woodland, abandoned §eld
stripes and a supraocular bar, which fades as ttand longleaf pine forests. This environment is
animal matures. Many animals have maculations otharacterized by soft, sandy soil frequented by the
small markings on the head, usually in the samercol burrowing rodents the Florida Pine most often preys
as the dorsal blotches. The head is disproporébnat upon. Studies have shown the Florida Pine spends as
small for the animals' size and its wedge shape anduch as 85% of its time underground, often in the
prominent rostral scale equip it well for its buming  burrows of pocket gophers or, less frequently, goph
activities. The blotches along the neck are usualljortoises. The Florida Pine occupies large homgesn
indistinct in mature animals, although some neanateone study in Florida using radio telemetry indicage
will display distinct neck markings, which gradyall adult females occupied territories 11 and 12 ha5(27
fade. Ventral: and 30 acres) each, while 3 males used areasr2eB ti
The ventrals are usually immaculate, colored tylgica larger.
in a smoky gray or off white. | have examined A big, slow-moving reptile with highly spedietd
specimens from Alachua County, Florida and Dodgéabitat requirements, the Florida Pine, even mioaa t
County, Georgia which had small black "checks"other snakes, has been adversely affected by man.
profusely distributed along the ventrals, possiblyintensive cultivation of much of its habitat for
reflecting genetic influence from the Florida Pine' monoculture loblolly pine plantations is probabhet
northern relative, the Northern Pine Snake. major factor in its population decline, although in

The Florida Pine Snake is bred today in a remb Florida the citrus industry, real estate developnaerl
of interesting morphs. Commonly seen exampleghe corresponding road construction have also heid t
include amelanistic, in which the dorsal blotches a effect. More recently, some southern herpetologists
bright red; patternless, a variant first discoveirethe beginning to investigate the impact the accidental
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introduction of Latin American fire ants has had oncolubrid snakes Florida Pine Snakes lay huge eggs,
native herp species, including the Florida PinesoAl ranging from 70-105mm in length and weighing some
the gassing of gopher tortoise burrows duringlO0 grams. Moistened vermiculite is a great inciolpat
rattlesnake round ups has undoubtedly had a negatimedium; it should be moist but not so much thatnmwhe
impact, since the Florida Pine is often a cohabitara handful is squeezed, water seeps out. Incuba32’ at
with the tortoise. in a Rubbermaid container 2'x1'x1' and eggs should
The Florida Pine Snake preys on a varietynwdls  hatch in 60-68 days.
rodents, including mice, various rats, immature Eggs are deposited in the usual manner about 6
cottontail rabbits and pocket gophers. It will alsat weeks after breeding. A prelaying shed occurs 7-14+
the eggs and young of ground dwelling birds, such adays before egg deposition. They normally lay frém
bobwhite qualil. to 11 eggs at a time. Double clutching is uncomimain
Like other Pines, captive Florida Pines fegaldily = possible. Care for the eggs are standard, except th
on rats and mice. A neonate can easily eat a pinarr  special care should be taken to assure that thié she
fuzzy mouse. Adults will take large rats, althougilo  does not dry out. This will cause near full-termade
or three small prey items are more easily digediad eggs due to the neonates' inability to get enough
one really big one. Pine Snakes often get fixated o oxygen and/or pip through the toughened eggshell.
particular prey item and may refuse anything elseCare of neonates is standard with many hatchlings
Males will usually fast during breeding season. accepting pink rats or fuzzy mice even before thest
Pine Snakes seem to have a high metabolisshed.
compared to their colubrid kin. It is not unusuai &
neonate/juvenile to feed every 4-5 days; as antadul
weekly feedings work well, although periodicallyeth
Florida Pine may go on a fast lasting several weeks Works Cited:
Florida Pines, like other pituophis, are rened
for their threat displays, featuring loud hissingda Ashton, Ray E. and Patricia. 1988. Handbook of
inflation of the body. Many will continue this disly  Reptiles and Amphibians of Florida. Part One: The
while being handled, although they usually ceas&nakes. Windward Publishing, Miami. 176 pp.
shortly after being picked up. It is difficult toake
blanket statements about Florida Pine Snake behavidConant, R. and J. T. Collins. 1991. A field guide t
Some are as calm as the old family dog and others eeptiles and amphibians; Eastern and Central North
explosive as nitroglycerine. As a general ruleytare  America. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, New
more nervous than other popular colubrids such agork. 450 pp.
lampropeltis and elaphe. For those individuals who
wish to acquire a snake they will handle often, aMoler, Paul E. 1992. Rare and Endangered Biota of
Florida Pine Snake will require frequent handlingFlorida. Volume Il Amphibians and Reptiles.
sessions with the owner to get the animal acclichate University Press of Florida, Gainesville. 291 pp.
With time and effort almost all calm down. Neonates
typically are the most nervous. Mount, Robert H.1975,1996. The Reptiles and
Florida Pines breed readily in captivity. Stard  Amphibians of Alabama. The University of Alabama
colubrid husbandry techniques work fine. Two yearPress, Tuscaloosa. 347 pp.
old females can be bred but ideally three yearagef
is the best time to begin breeding; the female shau Rossi, John V. 1992. Snakes of the United Statds an
least be 4.5' - 5" in length. Adults should brunfateat Canada: keeping them healthy in captivity. Volume 1
least 8 and ideally 12 weeks with an average temBastern Area. Krieger Publishing, Malabar, Florida,
around 50-55'. Breeding usually occurs after thet fi 209 pp
shed after brumation has been concluded. Eggs are
deposited around 35-50 days after breeding. Graviflennant, Alan. 1997. Field Guide to Snakes ofifor
females should have access to a ventral heat stmrceGulf Publishing Company, Houston. 257 pp.
prevent egg binding.
Egg clutches average around 7-8, somewhagxtby Kevin Baesler _ o
depending on the size of the breeder. Smaller fuistc Article taken from Kingsnake.com with permission/fafthor, March 2009
usually yield larger eggs. Compared to most other
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Requirements for Submitting Articles
to the Forked Tongue

Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to
Editor, GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387,
Cincinnati, OH 45245. Articles may be e-mailed to
Brittany Gibson at GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com.

Black and white or color photographs can be inaude
with articles. Photo submissions should include ryou
* name, phone number, and description of photo on the
! back. Photos can be returned. All time dependent
submissions must be in the editor’'s possessioraten |
* "H$ than the meeting previous to the publication.

* Classifieds

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card-
carrying members of the GCHS &Il Creatures
Animal Hospital Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894

Rescue Report L .
We are always looking for good homes for ourOhlo Pike, Amelia, OH 45102, 513-797-7387.

rescue animals. If you are a member in good standi
and would like to volunteer to take in a rescue
animal, please see Matt or Peggy Fille to have you‘i1
name added to the rescue list. You will be conthifte
an animal that you are willing to adopt comes tigiou
rescue.

Its that time of year when we are updating o
records. If you were on the rescue animal lis
previously, you will need to email, phone, or spé&ak
person with Matt or Peggy Fille to have your nam
added to the Rescue Animal List. We need to ma
sure we have the most up-to-date information am fil
for everyone who is willing to take in animals.

Piscount A 10% discount is offered to all card
arrying members of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at
e Avian and Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Sprinigfie
Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 513-576-1990

Upcoming Herp Trips
If you are interested in taking a Spring, Snake dRog
Trip the third weekend in April, please contact Mat

. . ) Male and Gravid Female Spotted Salamanders
Fille or Larry Becker as plans for this trip are ppoto Courtesy of Larry Becker, GCHS Member

underway. Matt can be reachedtlle @fuse.net

If you are interested in attending Herp Weekend9200 LOOKING FOR A HERP??

at Natural Bridge State Park in May, please contact

Matt Fille for details as plans for this trip are If you are looking for a new herp and aren’t suteere

underway. More information can also be obtainedo go or what to get, call Matt Fille or Chris Balle

from http://www.ksnh.org/natural_bridge.html They are always available to answer questions, give
advice, or point you in the right direction.

If you are interested in participating in the Lakege

Water Snake Project on Middle Bass Island (Toled@lso, keep in mind the monthly All-Ohio Reptile
area) on June 5-7, please contact Matt Fille ordTodShows in Columbus, Ohio. The next one is Apfil 4
Rosenhoffer as plans for this weekend are beingemad

The May meeting will be Wednesday, May® at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




RODEeIN T 12120 cov® Wholesale Feeder Price List

R odentPro.com® is proud to offer you premium qualit: feeder animals for sale at wholesale prices. Our
e company specializes in the production and distribution of mice, rats, rabbirs, puinea pigs, chicks, and
3. quail. RodentPro.com® has been providing premium qualicy feeder animals to the reprile and birds of prey
i - com.mum't}: since 1993, Since then, our company has set i.ndustry standards for qua}it}-‘.. value and comvenience.
g These standards have been ser by offering unsurpassed quality, bresder direct pricing and vear round availabilicy.
’-”'" Redentl'ro.com® is committed to serving your feeder animal needs. Cluality is of the uomost importance to us,
- whether it be through the value of a product or the integrity of a relarionship. We understand that our success
h d:pc.nds, not onl:r on the quali.t_\_' of our pmducts. but more J':nportanrl}', on the stn:ugd:l aof l'CL“ltiDﬂS]lllPS
established with our customers. We look forward to being 2 part of your success and hope you will give us

the opportunity to serve you

Size  Less than 500 500 1008 2500 5000+ Lengthiinches) Weight{grams)  Count
X-8mall Pinkigs: FOA6 3015 $0.14 0143 $.12 0.50-1.00 1.30 - 180 100
Small Pinkies: §046 $045 $0.14 042 $0.12 0.50-1.00 1.80-240 100
Large Pinkies: $0.16 $0.15 50.14 013 $0.12 0.50 - 1.00 250 -3.00 100
Peach Fuzzies: $0.19 3018 5047 .16 $0.15 100425 310 -440 100
A Fuzzies: §0.19 3018 017 3016 0.5 1.25-1.50 450 -7.00 100
= Hoppers: §0.20 $0.28 $0.25 $0.24 $0.22 1.60-2.00 8.00 - 1200 100
Weanlings: $0.40 $0.38 $0.36 $0.34 $0.32 2.00-280 13.00 - 18,00 50
Large Adults: §0.45 3043 0.4 2039 $0.37 250-3.00 20,00 - 29,00 50
X-Large Adults: §0.55 $0.53 $0.51 30,49 $0.47 3.00-3.75 20,00 - 50u00 ]
* We offer comiired guantiy dizcowt imouse pricing.  * Measurament does nof indlude fai enghh.
Size Less than 500 500 1000+ Length {inches) Weight {grams) Gaumt
\ Pinkiss: $0.39 b0.34 §0.29 1560-200 3.00-8.00 100
‘ Fuzzes: 049 (.44 $0.39 200-250 B.00- 18,00 100
£ Pups: $0.79 b0 74 H0.69 250-3580 20.00- 28,00 25
E Weaned: $0.89 .84 $0.78 350-450 30.00- 44,00 25
| \-¥ SI:HEH'_ $0.99 b0.04 $0.89 450-600 45.00 - 84.00 20

$1.39 ; $1.29 6.00 - B.00 B5.00-174.00
$149 d $1.39 8.00 - 9,00 175.00- 274.00
1,59 : $1.49 .00 -11.00 275.00- 374.00
1.7 i $1.60 11.00-13.00 37600 - 474.00
$1.09 : $1.80 11.00 - 13.00 475.00 - 60000

1000+ Grams 2 Our Price  Weight (Ibs.] Count
T R0 , .24  TEO-{000 . ; $3.50 0.50 - 0.75
1 Week: 30 ; $0.64  30.00- 4000 i ; §4.50 1.00-1.75 1
2 Week: 30 , 3074  BO.00- 7500 dium:  §6.50 20-375 1
3 Week: $1. 0. $0.84 10000 - 42500 4 Large: 4.00- 575 1
6 Week: $1. $1.44  130.00- 15000 & arge: | B.00-7.75 1
0 Week: $1. $1.34 §1.24 155.00-185.00 i ! B.00- 875 1
10Week: $1.64 $1.54 $144 10000-22500 8 _ange: ; 10.00- 1175+ 1

* s offar combied quantity discount qual pacing.

Size 500 500 1000 5000 Grams  Ounces Counl Less Than
Small: $0.25 $0.20 $015 $042 30.00-3500 1.0 25 Size 500 500 1000+ Inehes Grams Count
Medium;  $1.39 $34 $1.29  600-8.00 85.00- 17400 10
large: 5149 $144 $139 800-9.00 175.00-27400 &
¥-large: $150 $154 $149  9.00-1100 275.00-37400 2
W-large: $170 $.74  HA9  11.00-1300 375.00-47400 2
" W¥-large:  $199 .8 $89  11.00-1300 47800-6A000 2
. XNO0K-large: 5229 3224  ®249 1300-1500 601.00-20000+ 1

* We offer combined quantiy discount guinea pig prcing.

Call: 812-867-7598 24 hours a day

m—“-HQO'COMﬁ’ Fax: 812-8B67-6058 24 hours a day

MICE « RATS * RABBITS « CHICKS « QUAIL PO.Bs 18 gkl N 476182096 | = =

E-mail: info@rodentpro.com

Place Your order online today! www.rodentpro.com e e
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NEW DUES PROCESS FOR ALL GCHS MEMBERS

If the date to renew falls between January 2009 2009, dues for the 2009 year are

Student $10.00 Corresponding $10.00
Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00
Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00

Contributing  $50.00

If the date to renew falls between May 2009 — 2199, dues for the 2009 year are

Student $8.00 Corresponding $8.00
Individual $10.00 Sustaining $20.00
Family $15.00 Institutional $25.00

Contributing  $45.00

If the date to renew falls between August 2009 to®er 2009, dues for the 2009 year are

Student $5.00 Corresponding $5.00
Individual $8.00 Sustaining $15.00
Family $10.00 Institutional $20.00

Contributing  $35.00

If the date to renew falls between November 200Beeember 2009, dues are not charged for the 2089 ye
remaining

EVERYONE, regardless of when their “renewal” dadisf will pay for the full 2010 year of dues ndedathan
December 31, 2009. Rates below:

Student $10.00 Corresponding $10.00
Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00
Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00

Contributing  $50.00

If full year's dues are not received by Februaryetimg 2010, membership will no longer be valid andewsletter
will no longer be mailed/emailed to that entity.

A reminder will be sent to members (in the Februdeyvsletter) who have not renewed by the Februasgtimg that
it is their last newsletter unless funds are reseiv

Every year thereafter, dues are to be paid no thter December 31 for the year to come and if tbeies are not
received by the February meeting, membership wdll longer be valid and a newsletter will no londer

mailed/emailed to that entity. A reminder will bens to members who have not renewed by the Februagting, in

the February Newsletter, that it is their last netsr unless funds are received. We are basigaliyg to grant a 2
month grace period for sending/receiving dues. @l dates” will no longer be valid as everyonel wihve

membership fees due in December. However, for mapof running for GCHS Offices, renewal dates ballkept
on official roster to verify eligibility.

The May meeting will be Wednesday, May® at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




NEW DUES PROCESS FOR ALL GCHS MEMBERS, cont'd

For instances where new membership occurs throughothe year:

If the new registration occurs between January Hl Agues for that time until December3af that year are

Student $10.00 Corresponding $10.00
Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00
Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00

Contributing  $50.00

If the new registration occurs between May — Jdiygs for that time until December®3df that year are:

Student $8.00 Corresponding $8.00
Individual $10.00 Sustaining $20.00
Family $15.00 Institutional $25.00

Contributing  $45.00

If the new registration occurs between August -oBet, dues for that time until Decembef*®f that year are:

Student $5.00 Corresponding $5.00
Individual $8.00 Sustaining $15.00
Family $10.00 Institutional $20.00

Contributing  $35.00

If the new registration occurs between November-edi®er, dues for that time until Decembef IF THE
FOLLOWING YEAR (note that they are paying for 1 yemd getting 1 -2 months free) are the standa@HS
Membership dues for a one year term as shown below:

Student $10.00 Corresponding $10.00
Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00
Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00

Contributing  $50.00

EVERYONE, regardless of when they registered, paly for the full year of dues no later than Decen8ieof each
year to remain a member in good standing.

Classified Advertising Policy

GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 lines or less
at no charge for an unlimited time; however, the ad will be

canceled after one month unless the editor is informed to
continue it. Please include scientific names for the animals
with your ad as well as your phone number and area code.
Ads of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per issue; ad
charges for items more than 7 lines long are as follows:

Business card size $ 5 per issue

1/4 page $10 per issue

1/2 page $15 per issue

Full page inserts* $15 per issue

*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser Spotted Salaman

Photo Courtesy of Larry Becker, GCHS Member

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the merclandise advertised.
The Society also reserves the right to refuse anyl @onsidered to be inappropriate.
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Currently Held Positions

President Matthew Fille
Vice President Chris Bauer
Treasurer Lori Becker
Secretary Kyle Becker
Sergeant at Arms Bill Creasey
Editor Brittany Gibson
Education Committee Chair Peggy Fille

Conservation Committee Chair Dean Alessandrini

Advisor Grady Calhoun

P.O. Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

(513) 515-9669
(859) 609-1846
(513) 831-4898
(513) 831-4898

(419) 464-8529
(513) 528-4452
(513) 518-915

(812) 926-1206
(513) 564-6041

Mfille@fuse.net
Varanus451@aol
Ibeckerl@cinci.rr.com
posiyouthtilldeathi@g.com
bcreasey@cincynature.org
GCHStad@yahoo.com
lleF@fuse.net
dalessandrini@hubert.com

gradycalhoem@argmail.com
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